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This project investigates the effects of English language intonation on the French variety spoken in Peace River Region (PRR), Alberta. The goal is to show that as contact between English and French intensifies, younger-generation Francophones in PRR become more restricted in their use of French. As a result, the French spoken by these bilinguals is greatly influenced by English. Using Praat phonetics software, I analyzed intonation contours or patterns in a corpus collected from three family members representing three generations of PRR Francophones. I segmented the speech data and labelled the intonation contours following principles of the Autosegmental-Metrical Framework (Ladd 1996; Jun and Fougeron 2002; Poiré and Kaminskaia 2004). In French, a rhythm group (RG) is associated with a rising pitch, except for an RG that comes at the end of a sentence. The RG is also called an Accentual Phrase and it may occur in the middle of an utterance (continuity) or at the end (finality). My hypothesis is that the speech of restricted speakers is characterised by a relatively high proportion of continuities with a falling pitch attributable to the influence of English intonation (Kaminskaia 2010: 36). I compared the frequency of occurrence of finalities, and continuities across the three generations of PRR francophones. The results confirm that falling continuities occur more frequently in the speech of younger-generation francophones (more restricted bilinguals) than in the speech of older speakers (less restricted bilinguals). 
